Winterton Junior School History Policy
Introduction
The aim of teaching history at Winterton Junior School is to create a high-quality history
education, which will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s
past and that of the wider world. It will inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past.
Teaching will equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift
arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the
complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and
relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of
their time.
Aims
We aim to create a comprehensive and deepened understanding of history across the school.
The aims and objectives of teaching history are:
• know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological
narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped
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this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world
know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature
of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic
features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind
gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as
‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’
understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence,
similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw
contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own
structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses
understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously
to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and
interpretations of the past have been constructed
gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts,
understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international
history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and
between short- and long-term timescales.

Organisation
We teach history during topic lessons every autumn and summer term. Children receive
approximately 2 hours of topic teaching per week, however history topics are encouraged to
be covered across the curriculum, particularly within English.

The Curriculum
Within key stage 2, pupils should develop, secure and deepen their knowledge of British, local
and world history. They should compare and contrast chronological eras, answering questions
and devising their own. They should understand how our knowledge of the past is formed
from a range of sources. Teachers devise short term plans based on the objectives included
in the school’s Long and Medium term plans, which follow the ‘Plan B History’ scheme - which
covers all National Curriculum objectives. This allows teachers to assess children’s learning
and for children to progress effectively. The scheme of work is adapted to suit children of
all abilities.
Teaching style
A variety of teaching styles are enforced to teach history within the school. Whole class,
group and independent learning are all incorporated into history lessons. We combine these
with enquiry-based research activities and encourage children to ask, as well as answer
questions. Technology in addition to artefacts, are encouraged to enhance the children’s
learning.
Equal Opportunities
Classroom activities are planned to challenge and involve all pupils appropriately, according to
age and capability, ethnic diversity, gender and language background. We are aware of
different learning styles and the need to allow pupils to be able to work in their preferred
learning styles for some of the time. We use materials for teaching which avoid stereotyping, and bias, towards race, gender, role or disability. We deal with such issues clearly and
sensitively when they arise. Pupils with Special Educational Needs are catered for in
teachers’ planning and delivery of lessons.
Assessment
We assess the children’s learning to ensure they make good or outstanding progress within
the subject. We do this by making informal judgements as we observe them during lessons.
The school’s marking policy is implemented to provide written and verbal feedback in order
to aid further learning. Assessment for Learning is used routinely in lessons, enhancing the
learning experience and contributing to progress. At the end of each unit, children are
assessed against age related expectations. This is then recorded and reviewed on the
school’s assessment tracking system - Class Track.
Monitoring and review
We monitor teaching and learning of History in the same way as we do all the other subjects
that we teach in the school. The head teacher reports to the governing body on the progress
of children in history in the same way as in any other subject. Regular monitoring is carried
out in order to review the teaching and learning of history in the school. This includes: lesson
observations, work scrutiny and pupil voice questionnaires. The subject leader provides
support to colleagues when necessary.
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